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men for your mirth and bene- 


Y FLY fit, Greezes groateſwoorth of 
MG Wit. With [as wie plea- . 
jj lant diſcourſes, ye haue beene 
before delighted: But now hath death giuen 


Haue publiſhed heere Gentle- 


2 period to his pen, onely this happened in- 


to my hands which I haue pub liſhed for 
your pleaſures: Accept it fauourably becauſe 
it was his laſt birth, and not leaſt worth, in 
my poore opinion. Burl will ceaſe to praiſe 
that which is aboue my conceit, and leaue it 
ſelſe to ſpeake for it ſelfe: and ſo abide your 
learned cenſuring. 


Tours, VV. VV. 
A2 


TO THE GEN. 


tlemen Reader, 


537 Enlemen. The Swan ſmgs 
h wdclodiouſly before death, 
chat in all his lite time vſeth 

but a 1arring ſound. Greene 
though able inough to 
write, yet deep Yi ſearched 
with ſickneſſe then euer heretofore, ſendes 
ouhis Swanne-like ſong, for thathe feares 
be ſhal neuer againe carroll to you woonted 
loue layes, neuer againe diſcouer to you 
youths pleafures. How euer yet ſickneſſe, ri- 
ot, incontinence, haue at once ſhown their 
extremitie, yet ifI recouer, you ſhall all fee, 
more freſh ſprings, then euer ſprang from 
me, directing you how to liue, yet not diſ- 
ſwadin g you from loue. This is the laſt I 
haue writ, and I feare me the laſt I ſhall 
write. And how euer I haue beene cenſu- 
ted for ſome of my former bookes, yet Gen- 
tdtlemen 
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; T othe Gentlemen Readers. 
tlemen Iproteſt, they were as I had ſpeciall 
information. But paſsing them, Icommend 
this to your fauourable cenſures, and like an 
Embrion without ſhape, I feare me will bee 
thruſt into the world. If I liue to ende it, it 


* 


| ſhall be otherwiſe: if not, yet will I com- 


mend it to your courteſies, that you may as 
wel be acquainted with my repentant death, 


as you hane lamented my careleſſe courſe of 


life. But as Nemo ante obitum felix, ſo Acta Exi- 


 itusprobat : Beſeeching therefore to bee dee- 


med hereofas I deſerue, I leaue the worke to 
your likings, and leaue you to your delights. 


N. 


. 
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Groatſworth of wit. 


” Nan Jland bound with the Ocean 

\| there was ſometime a Citie (is 
tuated, made rich by Marchandize, 
and populous by long ſpace, the 
name is not mentioned in the An- 
tiquary,oz elle woꝛne out by times 
Antiquitie, what it was it great⸗ 
ly ſkilles not: but therein thus it 
happened. An old new made Gentleman herein dwelt 
of no ſmall credit, exceding wealth, and large conſci⸗ 
ence : he had gathered from many to beſtowe vpon one, 
fo2 though he had two ſonnes, he eſtemed but one, that 
being as himſelfe, bzought vp to be goldes bondman, 
was therefoze held beire, apparent of his ill gathered 
goods. 

The other was a Scholler, and maried to a pꝛoper 
Gentle woman, and the refoꝛe leaſt regarded, ſoꝛ tis an 
olde ſaid ſaw : To learning and law, ther's no greater 
foe, then they that nothing know : vet was not the fas 
ther altogether vnlettered, foz he had god experience 
ina Nouerint , and by the vniuerſall tearmes therein 
contatned, had dziucn many gentlewomen to leeke vn⸗ 
e countries, wile he was, foz he boare * 

is 
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his parich, an: ſate as fozmally in his for-fard gowne, 
as if be had tene a very vp2ight dealing Burgee : be 
Was religious to, neuer without a boke at his be it, and 
a volt in his mouth, ready toſbote thꝛough bis ſinfull 
neighboꝛ. ies | 
And Latin he had ſome where learned, which though 
it were but little, yet was it pꝛofttable, fo2 he bad this 
Philoſophic witten in a ring, 72:5: c, which pꝛe⸗ 

tept he curiouſly obſerned, being in ſcifelouc ſo religi⸗ 
dus, as he held it no point of charitie to part with any 


tzing, ok which he luung might make vſe. 


But a3 all moztall things are momentarie, and no 
certaintie can bee founde in this vnce rtaine wozld , ſo 
Gorimus,{ fo2 that ſhall be this Uſurers name) after 
many a goutie peng that had pincht his cxtertoz parts, 
many a curſe of the people that mounted into hea⸗ 
nens pꝛeſence, was at laſt with his laſt ſummons, 
by a deadly diſcaſe arreſted, where-againft when bee 
had long contented , and was byPhiſitions given o⸗ 
ner, h& cald his two ſonnes befeze him: and willing 
to perſoꝛme the olde pꝛouerbe, Q via finrs Ita, he 
thus prepared himſelfe, and admoniſhed them. £y 
fannes, (ſoz ſo pour mother ſaide ye were) and ſo 3 als 
fure my le lle one of you is, and of the other J wil make 
no doubt. | 

Pou ſee the time is tome, which J thought would ne- 
ner haue apꝛoached, and we muſt now be ſeperated, 1 
feare neuer to merte againe . This ſixte ne veares date 
ly haue J lined vexed with diſe ale: and might J liue 
fixteene moꝛe, how cuer nuſerabiy, 3 ſhould thinke it 
happie. But death is relentleſſe, and will not be intrea- 
ted witlefle : and knowes not what godmy gold might 


dv him: ſenſ eleſſe, 4 hath no pleaſure in the delightful 
. l place 


groatſworth of wit. 
places, J would offer him. In bꝛrfe, J thinke he hath' | 
with this fole my eldeſt ſonne bene bzonght vp inthe 


vniut rutie, and therefoze accounts that in riches is nes 


vertue. But you my ſonne, (laying then his hand on 
the pongers head) haue theu another ſpirit: foz wit hout 
wealth, life is adeatiz: what is gentry if wealth be wars: 
ting but baſe ſe ruile beggerie. Some comfozt pet it is 
vnto me, to le how many gallants ſpꝛung ot noble pas 
rents, haue croucht to Goruzius to haue ſight of his gold: 
O gold, d gold admired golde! and haue loft their 
patrimonies ts Gorinius , becauſe they haue not retur⸗ 
ned by their day that adoꝛed creature!Yow many ſchol- 
lers haue witten rimes in Gotmius pꝛaiſe, and recet- 
ned(aftcr long cappirig and reuerence) a ſixpenp re- 
ward in ſigne of my ſupcrficiall libe ralitie. Bꝛœfe ly 
my yong Lucanio, how J haue bin reuercnf thon ſœſt, 
when honeſter men J confeſſe, haue bene ſet farre off: 
fo; to be rich is to be any thing, wiſe, hone, woꝛſhip⸗ 
full, 02 what not: J tell thee my ſonne: when I came 
flrſt to this Cittie, my whole ward2op was one ly a ſute 
of white ſheepe ſkins, my wealth an oide Groate, m 
wonning, the wide wozld, At this inſlant (O greefe to 
part with it) J haue in readie copne th2z#ſcoze thous 
ſand pound, in plate and Jewels, xv. thouſand,in bonds 
and ſpecialties as much, in land nine hundꝛed pound by 
the ye&re : all which, Lucanio I bequeath to the, onely 
I reſerue fo2 Roberto thy well red bzother, an olde 
Groate, (being the ſtocke J firſt began with) (where- 
with J wich him ts buy a groatſwozth of wit: foz he in 
my life hath repzoued my maner of life, and therefoze 
at my death, ſhall not bee contaminated with cozrupt 
gaine. Vere by the way Gentlemen mult J dilgreſſe 
tolhew the reaſon of Gorinius pꝛeſent ſpech : Roberto 

-* 2 being 
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being tome from the Acadcwie,to viſit his father, there 
was a great feaft pꝛouided: where fo2 table taike, Ro- 
beito knowing his father and moſt of the companie to 
be exccrablc vſurers, nuaped mightily/againft that ab- 
boꝛred vice, inſomuch that he v2ged teares from diuers 


Dinner being pat, hee comcs to his father, requeſtiug 
him to take no offente at his liberall ſpcech, ſ ung what 
he had vttered was truth. Ancric ſcnne (ſ(aite he) no 
by my boneſtp, (t that is ſomwhat J map ſay to pou) but 
vie it (fill, and it thou tanſt perſwade any of my neigb⸗ 
bours from lending vypon vſurie, J ſhould haue the 
moꝛe cuſtomers: to which when Roberto would haue 
replicd,he ſhut himlelfe into his ſudie, and fell to tel⸗ 
ling ouer his money, 


This was Robertos offence : nows returne we to 


ficke Gorinius, Who after he had thus bnequaliy diſtri⸗ 
buted his gods and poſſeſſions, began to aſke his ſons 
bow they liked his bequeſtes, either ſmed agred,and 
Roberto vzged him with nothing mo2e, then repen⸗ 


unte ol his inloke : to thine owne ſaid he, fondboy, - 


and come my Le let me giuc there god counſel be⸗ 
' foze my death: as foz you (ir, pout bokes are your 
tounſellozs, and therefoze to them J bequeath pou, 
Ah Lucanio, my onely comfozt , becauſe J hope thou 
wilt as thy father be a gatherer, let me blefſe the be⸗ 
foze J die. Pultiply in wealth my ſonne by ante 
meanes thou maiſt, onely ſue Alchpune, fo2 therein 


are mo2* deceites, then her beggeriy Artiſtes haue 
wonrdes, and pet are the wꝛetches moz2e talkatiue 


then women. But my mcaning is, thou ſhouldeſt 
not ſtand on conſcicnce in cauſes of p2ofite, but heape 


treaſaro Typon treaſure, (03 the time ol nerde: pet 
ſame 


of their cycs, and compunction in ſome cf their hearts, 


Groatſworth of wir. 
c me tobe deuout, elſe ſhalt thou be held vile: frequent 
holy excerciſes, graue companie, and aboue all, vſe the 
tonuc rſation of pong Gentlemen, who are ſo wedded 
to pꝛodigalitie, that once in a quarter neceſſity knocks 
at their cham ver dw2cs : pzofer them kindnefle to res 
lie ue their wants, but bs (are of gadaſſarance : giue 
faire wozds till dayes of payment come, and then vſe 
nip courſe, ſpare none: what though ttey tell of conſti⸗ 
ence, (as a number will talke) lone but into the dea⸗ 
lings of the wozld, t tyou ſhalt ſꝶ it is but idie woꝛds. 
Seelt thou not many perich in the ſtrætes, and tall to 
theft fo2 n&de : whom ſinall ſuccoʒ would rel&ue, then 
where is conſcience, and why art thou bound to vſe it 
moe then other men? Seeſt thou not daily fo2gerics, 
periuries, oppꝛeſſions, rackings of the pe, rayſing 
of rents, inhauncing of duties, euen by them that ſhuld 
be all tonſcience, ii they meant as they ſpeake: but Lu- 
canio if thou reade well fhis boke (and with that hes 
rcacht him Machiauels wozks at large) thou ſhalt ſet 
what it is to be ſs fle - holp, as to make ſcruple ofcon- 
ſtience, where pzofit pzeſents it ſelle. 
Beſites, thou haſt an inſtance by thy thꝛæd - bare 
bother here, who willing to do no wzong, hath lolt 
his childs tight: fe2 who would with any thing to him, 
that knowes not bow to vſe it. | 

So much Lucanio fo2 conſcience t and yet I knows 
not whats the realon, but ſome what ſtings mee in⸗ 
wardly whca I ſpeake of it. J father,ſaid Roberto, it is 
the wozme of conſcienee, that vzges you at the laſt 
boure to remember your life, that eternall life map 
follow your repentance, Out fole(ſaid this miſerable 
father) J\ale it now, it was onely a itch, J will 
toward with my cxho;tation to Lucamo. As I (aide 

; 10 2 my 


Greenes 
mp lone, make ſpoyle of yong gallants by inſinua⸗ 
ting thyſelfe amongſt them, and be not moued to think 
their Annceſtozs were famous, but conſider thine were 
obſcore, and that thy father was the firſt Gentleman ol 
the name ; Lucanio, thou art / yet a Bacheler, and ſo 
keep? thee, till th ou mierte with crc that is thy equall, 
I meane in wealth, regard not beautie, it is but a baite 
to entice thine neighboꝛs cie: end the moſt faire are 
commonly moſt fond, vic yet to manp familiars, foz 
few pꝛoue friends, and as caſie it is to weigh the wind, 
as to diuc into the thoughts of wo2!dip gloſers. I tell 
ther. Lucanio, I haue ene foure ſcoze winters beſides i 
the odde ſeauen, pet ſaw J neuer him, that J eſteemed | 
as my friend but gold that deſired creature, whom J 
baue dœrely loued, and found ſo firme a friend, as no⸗ 
thing to me haning if, hath bene wanting. No man but 
map thinke de rely of a true friend, and ſo doe J ol it, 
laying it vnder ſure locks, and lodging my heart ther⸗ 
with. PITT 

But now(Ah my Lucanio)now muſt Jleaue it, and 
toth& J leaue it with this leon, loue none but thy 
ſelfe,if thou wilt tine eſtr med. So turning him to his 
ſtudy, where his chicke treaſare lap, he loud cried out 
in the wiſe mans woz ds, O wors 9149 mara, O death 
how bitter is thy memozie to him that hath al pleas 
furesin this life, and ſo with two oz ther lamentable | 
anes he left his life: and fo make ſhoꝛt woꝛke, was i 
Lucanio his ſoune enterd, as the tuſtome is with 
ſome ſolennitie: But leauing him that bath left the 
wo21d, to him Þ cenſareth of every woꝛldly man,paſſe | 
we te dis ſons; and ſ how his long laied vp ſfoze is by | 
Lucanio twked info. The youth was of codition fimple, || 


dame laſt and flexivie to any counſaile, which PR 
pers 
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wozd a knowe well, is as well acceptedas any mans 
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perceiuing, and pondering how little was lcft to him, 
grew into an inward eontempt of his fathers bnequall 
legacie,and Teterminate reſolution to woꝛke Lucanio 
al poſſible iniurte:herevponthus conucrting:the ſweets 
nelle of his ſtudie, lo the ſharpe thirſt of reuenge, he(as 
Enuie is ſeldome idle) ſougbt cat fit companions to cl⸗ 
fect his vnbꝛotherlp reſolution. Neither in ſuch a caſe 
is ill cempanie farre to ſ&ke, fo2 the Sea hath ſcarte (0 
itoperdies, as populons Cittics haue deceiuing Sys | 
rens, whoſe etes are Adamants, whole wozes are 
witchcrafts, whole does leade Towne to death .TWith - 
one of the le female Serpents Roberto conſo2ts, and 
they conclude, what ener they compalſſed, equally ts 
ſhare to their contentes. This match made, Lucanio 
was by bis bzother b26r:ght to the buſh, where be had 
ſcarce pꝛ uncd his wings, but hee was faſt limed, and 
Roberto had what he expede d. But that we may kerpe 
fozme,you ſhall heare how it foztuned, 

Lucanio be ing on a time very penſiue, his b2other 
bꝛake wit h him in theſe frarmes, J wonder Lucamo 
why vou are ſo diſconſolate, that want not avy thing 
in the woꝛld that may woꝛke your content, If wealth 
may delight a man, vou are with that ſufficiently fur⸗ 
nicht: ik credit may pꝛoture a man any comfozt, rour 


obligation: in this Citie are faire buildings andplea- 
ſant gardens, and cauſe of {olace , of them Yam affured 
pou haue pour choyſe, Conſider bzother vou are pong, 
then plod not altogether in meditating on eur fathers 
pzecepts : which hewſoener they ſauoured of p2ofit, 


deere moft vnſanerly to one of your pres applied. 


Pon muſt not thine bat certaine Parthants of his 
Citis exped your company, ſundzy Genflemen tefire 
| | B 3 ; your 
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ron ſamiliaxitie, and by cenuerſing with ſuch,yon will 
be accotuated a Genitleman:othenwile a peſant,it re ling 
thus obſcure ly. ſiocs, which J had almoſt ſoꝛget, and 
then had all the reſt bene nothing, you are a man by nas 
ture furniſhed with all exquiũite pꝛopoꝛtion, woꝛthy the 
loue ol anp courtly Ladie, be ſhe ncuer ſo amoꝛous: pon 
diane wealth to maintaine her, of women not little lon⸗ 
- gedfoz : wozdes fo court her you ſhall not want, fo my 
(cife will be your ſecretary, Bꝛie ſlie, why ſtande J to 
| dilkinguiſh abilitie in perticularities, when in one woꝛd 
it may ber ſayde, which no man tan gainſap, Lucaniolacs 
kethnothing to delight a wife , noz any thing but a 
wife to delight bim 2 My young mailer ber ing thus 
clawde , and puft vp with his owne pzapſe, made no 
longer delay, but hauing on bis holyday hoſe,be tricked 
himſelfe vp, and like a fellowe that int ant god (oth, 
hee clapped his Bzother on the Shoulder, and ſayde, 
Faith Bother Roberto, and ya (ay the wozde lets go 
ſake a wife while it is hate, both of vs togither, Ile pay 
well, and J dare turne you loſe toſay as well as anye 
bk them all: well Jle doe my beſt, ſaid Roberto, and 
ſince pe are ſa fo ward, lets goe nowe and trie our god 
foztune. 
With this fozth they walke, and Roberto went 
direalie tawarde the houſe where Lomilia( foz ſo wer 
tall the Curtezan) kept her Boſpitall , which was in 
the uburbes of the eite, plealauntly ſeated, and 
made inoze delc gable by a plealaunt Garden, wherein 
it was ſcituate. No ſoner come they within ken, but 
Miſtreſſe Lamilia like a cunning angler made readie 
yer chaunge of baytes, that ſhe might effect Lucanios 
| bans; and to begin, ſh& diſcovered from her window 
— be auteous inlicing bans: a1 in her had 


that 
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that ſhe might the rather allure , ſhe ſung this Sonnet 
with a delicious voice, - | 


Lamilias Song. 


Fie fie on blind fancie, 
It hu:ders youths toy : 
Faure virgins learne by me, 
To count lone 4 toy. 8 
Ven Loc learned firff the A B C of delight, 1 
And knew no figures, nor conceited phraſe: y 
He ſimplie gaue to due deſert her right, / 
He led not lowers in darke windirg wayes, 
He plainly wild to laue, r flatly anſwered no, 
But ds liſts to prome, ſhall find it nothing ſo: 
Fie fie then on fancies, 
It hinders youths ion, 
Faire vir gms learne by 
To count lone a toy, 
For fmce be learnd to vſe the Poetsgen 
He learnd likewiſe with ſmecthin bre fo * 
Wucbung chaſt cares 4 rotbLſe 
And 2 faith with fulſbaad and 8 
He guet a premiſe nom anom be ſweareth no, 
Wi: hiftetb for to prone, ſhall find his changing ſe: 
Fie fie then on fancie, 
It hmaers y«mb, joy, 
F aire virgins barns by me, 
To count laue 4 toy. 


me, 


Chile this painted ſepulchze was ſhadowing her coꝛ⸗ 
rupting guilt Ytena-like alluring to deſtruction , Ro- 
berto and Lucanio vnder the windowe, kept eucn pace 


with 
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witheuery fo ef her inffrumecnt, but eſpecially my 
yaong Ruffler, (that befoze time like a bird in a cage, 
bas bene pꝛentiſe ſoz thꝛer liucs oz ene andtwentie 
 *pexres at leaff, to extreaue Auarice his qeteaſet fas 
ther) © twas 4 woz'd to {2 hou he ſomt time ſimpero 
it, ſetiuing to let a countenance on his turnd face, that 
le might ſæme of wainſcot pꝛofe, to be holde her face 
without bluſhing : anonc hee wenie ſtreabe hie bow⸗ 
bent-leg,as though he went tout: loue arrows from = 
bis ſhins ; then wipte his chin (fo2 his beard was net 
pet grown with a gold wzonght hend kercher, whence 
of purpoſe he let fall a hancfull of angels. This golten 
ſhow:ow:s no ſoner trained, but Lamila teaſt her ſong, 
and Roberto (afſuring himſclfe e the ſwle was caught) 
came to Lucamo(that ave now as one that bad ſtarte 
Meduſa in the face) and awaked him from his amazes 
1 ment with theſe wozds, Nhat in a traunte bzother? 
- whence ſpꝛings theſe dumps: are pee amazed at this 
_ obleczo2 long pe to become loues ſubiea? Js there not 
difference betwerne this de lectable life, and the impꝛi⸗ 
ſonment pou haue all pour life hitherto endurede It 
the ſight and hearing vl this harmonicus beautie wozk 
| in pou effects of wonder, what will the poſſeſſion of ſo 
„ | diuine an eſſence, wherein beautie and Art well in 
Ih their perfecteſt extellentie. Bzother (aid Lucaniq lets 
ble few woꝛds, and ſhe be no moꝛe then a woman, 1 
traſt poule helpe mee to her? and il you doe, well, 1 
ſayno moꝛe, but Jam pours till death vs depart, and 
what is mine, ſhal be ours, woꝛld without end, Amen. 
Roberto ſmiling at his ſimplencſſe helpt him to ga⸗ 
ther vp his dꝛopt golde, and without any moꝛe circum- 
Hance led him to Lanulias houſe: (os; of ſuch places it 
may be laid as ot he ll. 


[ 


Volle. 
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Notltes atque dies patet atriianua ditis. 
So their do2es ars euer open toentice pouth to dc⸗ 
ſtrudion. They were no ſoner entred, but Lamiſia het 
ſelfe, like a ſecond Helen, tourt like begins to ſalute 
Roberto, pet did her wandꝛing eie glance often at Lu · 
canio: the effec of her entertainment conſiſte5in theſe 
tearmes, that to her fimple houſe Signo Roberto was 
welcome, and his bother the betler welcome foz your 
ſake: albeit his god repo2t confirmed by his p2eſen! p 
demeaner, were of it ſelfe enough to giue him deſer⸗ 
ned entertainement, in any place how yonouravle ſes. - 
uer : mutnall thanks returaed,they lead this pꝛodigal 
childe into a Parloz garniſhed with godlypoztratures 
ofamiable perſonages: neere which , an cxteilent con- 
ſozt of muſtcke began at their entrance toplay, Lami- 
la feing Lucanio ſhamefaſt, toke him by the hand, and 
tenderly wzinging him, vſed theſe wozds. Belcue 
me Gentleman, Jam verie ſo2te that our rude enter⸗ 
ment is ſuch, as no way map wozke pour content: fo2 
this J haue note d ſince pour firſt entering, that pour 
countenance hath bene heauie, and the face being the 
glaſſe of the heart, aſſures me the ſame is not quiet: 
would ye with any thing here that might content you, 
ſay but the wozd, and aſſure ye of pꝛeſent delinerancc 
to effect your full delight. Lucanio being ſo farre in 
loue, as he perſwaded himſelfe without her grant hee 
could not liue, had a god meaning to vtter his minde, 
but wanting fit woꝛdes, hee ſtode like a trewant that 
lackt a pzompter, 02 a plaier that be ing out of his part 
at his firſt entrance, is faine to haue the boke to ſpeake 
what be ſhould perfozme. Thich Roberto perteiuing, 
replied thus in his bchalfe . Padame, the Sunncs 
baightnefſe daifleth the beholders eies, the maicſtie ol 
C Gods. 
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Sods, amazed humane men, Tullie Pzince of O 20kozs, 
ontc fainted though his cauſe were god and he that tas 
med monſters, lol c amated at beauties oꝛnaments: 
. Then blame not this poong man though bee replied 
not, foz he is bliaded with the beautie of pour funnes 
darkening ties, wmatc mute with the celeſtiall 02gane 
of your voxyce, and fcare ol that rich ambuſh of amber 
eolozed darts, whole pointes are It ue lde againſt his 
heart. Welt Signo: Roberto ſaide ſha, bow cuer you 
interpꝛet their ſharpe leuell , be ſure they are not bent 
to doe him hurt, and but that mode ſtie blinds vs paze 
MPaidens from vttering the inwarde ſozrowe ol dur 
mindes, perchaunce the cauſe of g riele is ours, how 
euer men do colour, ſoꝛ as J am a virgin J pꝛoteſt, (and 
therewithall ſhÞ& tainted her chert. 5 with a vermui⸗ 
- on blaſh) J neuer ſawe Gentleman in my life inmy 
eie, ſo gratious as is Lucanio, onelp that is my 
greeft, that either J am deſpiſed fo2 that he ſcoꝛnes to 
ſpeake, oz elſe{whichis my greater ſozrow) I feare be 
cannot ſpeake. Not ſpeake Gentlewoman quoth Lu- 
canio* that were a ieaſt inderde , yes J thanke Cod I 
am ſounde of winde and lim, oacly wy heart is not as 
it was wont: but and you be as god as your word, 
that will (one be well, and ſo crauing ve ol moꝛe at- 
quaintance, in token of my plaine mcaning reteiue 
this diamond, which my olde father loved deerely:and 
with that delinered her a Ning, wherein was a 
pointed a Diamond of wonderfull wezth, UWidichſhe 
accepting with a lowe conge , returned him a ilke 
Riband fo: a fayour , tyed with a tructoucrs nat, 
which he faſfened vnder a faire Jewell ontis ever 
felt. 


3 Diamea's & Glaxci per mmtatio, mprong 
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maſter wared cranke, and the muſicke continuing, 
was v:rp.fo2ward in dauncing, to ſhe w his cunning? 
aud fo d ſiring thein to play on a ha:ne pipe, laid oa the 
pauement luſtilp with his le aden holes, cozuetting 
litze a ſtede of Signor Roccoes teaching, and wanted 
nothing but bels, to bee a hobbyhoziſe in a mozrice, 
Pet was he ſothed in his folly, and what euer he did, 
Lamilia counted excellent: her pꝛaiſe made hiin pꝛoude, 
inſomuch that if be had not bene intreated, hee would 
rather haue died in his daunce, then left off to ſhe wo his 
miſtreſſe delight. At laſt reaſonably perſwaded, ſ- 
ing the table furniſhed, he was contented to ccaſe, and 
ſettle himſelfe to his victuals, on which (hauing beſoze 
labozed) he fed luſtilp, eſpecially of a TWiodcocke pie, 
wherewith Lamilia his caruer, picntifully plied him. 
Full diſhes hauing furniſht emplie ſtomackes, and 
Lucanio thereby got leiſure to talke, kalles to diſs 
courſe of his wealth, his lands, his bonds, his abilitie, 
and how himſe lle with all he had, was at Madame La- 
n\11:as diſpoſing : deſicing her aſoze his bzothe r, to tell 
him ſimply what ſhe meant. Lamilia replied, My ſweet 
Lucanio, bow I eſtœme of thee mine ties doe witneſſe, 
that like handmardes, hanc attended thy beautious 
face, cuer ſince J firſt be held the : pet (ering lone that 
laſteth gathereth by degrees his liking, let this loz 
that (ice; if J finde ther firmo, Zamilia will be faith» 
ful:if fizting,ſhe muſt ofneceditie be inſoztunate that 
yauing neuer ſene any whome befo22 ſhe could affec, 
the ſhoulte bee of bim ininriouſty fozſaken. Nay 
ſaide Lucanio, J dare ſay my b2other here wil giue his 
woꝛd foꝛ that J accept your own ſaid Lamilia,foz with 
me your credit is better then your bzothers, Rober⸗ 
to bzaitc off ;heir amoꝛous pzattie with theſe ſpeeches, 
C2 Sith 
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Dith either ol vou are of other ſo fond at the firſt üght, 
doubt not but time will make pour loue moze firme. 
Vet madame Lamiln although my bꝛother and you be 
thus ſoꝛ ward, ſome croſſe chaunce may come: foz Mul- 
ta cadunt inter calicem (upremag, labe, And fo a war⸗ 
”_ totcach you both wit, Ile tell pou an ol de wines 
tale. 
Be foꝛe pe go on with pour tale (quoth miftreſſe La- 


mil let me giue pe a caueat bythe nay, Gord ſhall be 
| figured in a Fable. 


Lamiliaes F able. 


Ve Fore on a time came to viſite the 
Srap, partip fo; kintered, chefely fo; 
/\ craft : and finding the hole cmptie of 
all other companie, ſauing one ly oue 
Badger, enquiring the cauſe of his 
ſolitarineſſe, he deſcribed the ſodaine 
death of his dam and fire, with the reſt of his conſozts. 
The Forc made a Friday face,counterfeiting ſazrow: 
but concluding that deaths ſtroke wae vneuitable,per- 
ſwaded him to (&ke ſome fit mate wherwith to match. 
The Badger ſone agreed, ſo fo:th they went, and in 
their way met with a wanton ewe ſtraggling from 
the fold : the Force bad the Badger play the tall ſtrip⸗ 
pling, and ſtreut on his tiptoes : foz (quoth he this ewe 
is lady of al theſe lands, ant her bzother cherfe belwea ; 
ther ot ſandꝛie flocks, To be ſhoꝛt, by the Fores pci 
ſwaſſon nere would be a perpetuall league, betwa ne 
her harme leſie kind zed, and al other deuourin g bealls, 
fo; that the Badger was to them all allicd: {cdticcd, 


tha rcœlded: and the Ale conducted then to the Bad⸗ 
gers 
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gers habitation. There d2zwirg her aſide vnter colo2 
of exhoꝛtation, pul de out her thzoate to iatiific his gr 
die thirſt, Here I ſhould note, a pong whelpe that vie w⸗ 
ed their walke, infourmed the ſhepheard of what hap⸗ 
ned. They followed, and trained the Foxe and Badger 
to the hole, the Fore afo2c had craftily tonuaitd himſcif 
away, the ſhcpheard found the Badger rauing fo2 the 
ewes murther, bis lamentauon being helde fo2 coun⸗ 
terfet, was by the ſheapheards dog wearied. The Fore 
eſcaped: the t we was ſpoile d, and cuer ſince betweene 
the Badgers and he dogges, hath continuet a moꝛtall 
enmitie: And now be aduiſe d Roberto quot fhe ) goe 
to: ward with your tale, ſake not by ſlie in ſmmuation to 
turne our mirth to ſoꝛrow. Go to Lanul1a (quoth hee, 
you feare what J mcanc not, but how euer ye take it, 
Ile fozward with my tale, 


Robertoes Tale. 


558, Nthe North parts there dwelt an 
ya old Squier, that had a pong daugh⸗ 
ter his here; who had as J know 
Padame Lamilia pou had) 
many youthfull Centlemen that 
oF | long time ſued to obtaine her 
loue. But ſhe knowing her owne 
perfection/ as women are by nature 
pꝛoude) woulde not to any of them vouchlafe fauour: 
inſomuch that they perteiuing her relentleſſc, ſhewed 
themſelucs not altogether witlelle, but leſt her to ver 
foztune, when they founde ber frowardneſſe. At laft 
it foꝛtuned among other ftranacrs, a Farmers lonne 
vilited her kathers houſe:on whom at the ſirſt fant thy 
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ts her, appointing her in anp wiſe, in the enening to 
ind a time to confer with him: he pꝛomiſed the would, 
and ſo they parted, Then goes he to the bꝛidegrome, 
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was enamoꝛed, he likewile on hir Tokens of loue paſt 


betweene them, either acquainted others parents of 
their choile,and they kindly gaue their conſent, Shoꝛt 
tale to make, married they were, and great ſoleinnitie 


was at the wedding ſeaſt. A pong Gentleman, that had 


bene long a ſuter to her, vexing that the ſonne of a far⸗ 
mer ſhould be ſo p2cferred, caſt in his minde by what 
meancs (to marre their merriment) he nicht ſteale as 
way the B32ide, ereupon he confers with au old bel⸗ 
dam, called mother Gunby, dwelling thereby, whoſe 
counſell hauing taken, be fell to his pꝛadiſe and pꝛoccœ⸗- 
ded thus. Jntye after none, when dauncers were very 
buſie, he takes the Bzids by the hand, and after a turns 
oꝛ two, tels her in her eare, he had a ſecret to impart vn - 


and with pꝛoteſtations of entire attect, pꝛoteſts that the 


great ſozrow hee takes at that which he muſt vtter, 


whcron tepended his cſpecia! credit, it it were knowne | 


the matter by him would be dilcoue rad. After the bꝛide · 


gromes pꝛomiſe of ſecrecie, the gentleman tels him, 
that a friend ol his receiued that mozning from p bzide 
a letter, wherin ſhe willed Jim with lame firt@ne hozſe 
to awatte her comming at a Parke five oz that he de⸗ 
teſted him in her heart as a baſe country hinde, with 
whom her father compelled her to marrie. The bꝛide⸗ 
grome al molt out of his wits, be gan to bite his lippe. 
Nap, ſaith the Gentleman, if pou will by me be aduiſed, 
you ſhall ſaue her credit, win her by kindnes, and pet 
pꝛeuent her wanton complot, As bow ſait the Vꝛide⸗ 
grome: arp thus ſaid the gentle man: In the euening 
(fo; till the guelts be | gone te intends not to gad) get 
| YU; 
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you on hoꝛſe backe, and ſer me fo be cf the companie that 
attends her comming, J am appointed to bzing her 
from the houſe to the Parke, and irom thence fetch a 


winding compaſie of a mile about, but to turne vato 
olde mother Gunbyes houſe, where her louer my friend 
abides: when ſhe alights, | wil contuc her.to a cham⸗ 
ber far from his lod ging, but when the lights arc out, 
and ſhe expects her adulterous copeſmate, xour ſelſe(as 
reaſon ts) ſhall p:ouec her bedfeitlow, where pztuately 
you may repꝛeoue her, and in the mozntng carelp res 
turne home without trouble. As fo: the gentleman my 
friend, Þ will excuſe her abſence to him, by ſaping, hte 
mockt the with her maide in cad of her ſelfe, whom 
mhen J knew at her lighting. J diſdatzed to baing her 
vato his pzcſence, The Budegrome gaue {is hand it 
ſheul® be (v, 2 8 

Nob by the way we muff vnderſtand, this mother 
Gunby had ataughter,wyo all that tay ſate heauitp at 
home witha willow gartand, foz that the bzidegrome 
(if he had dealt faithinlly) ſhouid haue wer ded ber bes 
foꝛe any other. But men Lamia are vnconſt ant, mos 
ny nowa daies makes the match, oz clſc the match is 
marde. | 

1-ut to the matter: the bzidegrome and the Gentle - 
man thus agreed: he toke his time, conſe rre d with the 
bꝛide, periwaded ber that her huſband (notwithſtan-s | 
ding his faire ſhew at the warriage kad ſwoꝛne to his 
olde wærte heart, their netghbour Gunbyes dauggter, 
to be that night her vedſellow: and il he would bung 
her fatper, his father, and other friends to the houſe at 
midmght.trey ſmoulo inde it ſo. 

At this the veng gentic woman inbardly vert to be 
by a peaſant io bulcd, pcomiled it ſhe awe likelx herd 
| of 


ſome friend of his home, got his 
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of his lpping away, that then the would doe artoꝛding 
as he dircaed. 

All this thus (0zting,the old womans daughter was 
trickiy attired, ready to furniſh this pageant, ſoꝛ her old 
mother pꝛouided all things neteſſarie. 

TUell, Supper paſt, dauncing ended, all the gueſts 
would home, and the 152idegrame pꝛetending to bzing 
2ſe,andto the Parke 
fide he rode, and ſtaped with the hozlemen thatatte nded 


the Gentleman, 


Anone came Marian like miſtris Bꝛide, and mounted 
behind the gentleman, away they poſt, fetch their com- 
paſſe, ⁊ at laſt alight at an olde wives houſe, where (0- 
denly the is conuaied to her chamber, the bzidegrome 
ſcat to kepe her company, where be had ſcarte deuiſed 
how to bc gin his erho2tation,but the father of his bzive 
knockt at the chamber doe. At which being (ome what 


amazed, pet thinking to turne it to a icaſt, fith bis wife 


(as he thought) was in bed with him, her opened the 
doꝛe, ſaping: Father, you are heartily welcome, J won- 
der how pou found vs out here; this deuiſe to remone 


our ſclucs, was with my wiues conſent, that we might 


reſt quictiy without the Palds and Batchelers diſtur⸗ 
bing vs. But where is pour wife ſaidy gentleman? why 
here in bedſaid he. I thought (quoth the other my 


daughter had bene your wife, fo2 ſure J am to dayſhe 
was giuen vou in marriage. You are merrily diſpoſcd 
ſaid the Bꝛitegrome, what thinke vou J baue another . 


wiſe: I thinke but as vou ſpeake, quoth the gentleman, 
fo; my daughter is below, + pouſay your wifc is in the 
bed, Bciow(ſaid he vou are a nicrie man, and with that 


- caſting ona night gowne,hc went downe, where when 
de ſaw bis wike, the gentleman 1 lather, and a num⸗ 


ber 
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ber of his friends aſſembled, de was ſo confounded, that 
ys w ts behave bimſelſe he knew not; onely hee cried 
out that be was detceiue d. At this the olde woman arts 
ſes, and making her ſelle ignozant of al the whole mat⸗ 
ter, enquires the cauſe of that ſodaine tumult. TWhen 
che was tolde the new b2idegrome was found in bed 
with her vanghter,ſhe exclaimed againſt ſo great an in- 
iurie. V larian was called in quoꝛum:ſhe iuſtiſied it was 
yy his allurement:he being condemned by al their con⸗ 
ſents, was indged vnwoꝛthy to haue the gentle woman 
vnto his wife,x compelled{io2 eſcaping ol puniſhment) 
te marrie Marian: and the yong Gentleman (fo? his 
care in diſcoucring the farmers ſonnes lewdnes) was 
recompenſt with the Centlewomans cuer during loue. 
Quoth Lamilia, and what of this? Pay nothing (aide 
Roberto, but that J haue told you the effects of ſodaine 
lone :pet the beſt is, my bzother is a matdenly batcheler, 
and foz pour ſelfe, yon haue not bene troubled with ma⸗ 
ny ſuters. The fewer the better, ſaid Lucanio. But bʒo⸗ 
ther, Icon pou little thanke foz this tale, hereafter J 
p2ap pou ble other table talke. Lets then end talk, quoth 
Lami lia, and pyou'ſtigno2 Lucanio) and J will goe to the 
Che de. Lo Chelle,ſaid he, what meane you by that?Jc 
is a game, ſaid ſhe, that the firſt danger is but a checke, 
the wo2t,the gluing of a mate,Wel,ſaid Roberto, that 
gam. ye haue bane at alreadie then, ſo you checkt him 
firſt with pour beauty, e gaue pour (elf foꝛ mate to him 
by pour bounti e. That is wel taken bether, ſaid Luca- 
mo, ſo haue we paſt our game at Cheſſe. ul ye play at 
tables then, ſaid the?J cannot, quoth he, ſoꝛ J can goe no 
furder with my game, if J be once take u. Will ye play 
then at cards. J ſaid he, if it be at one and thirtie. That 
foles game, ſaid ſhe Nit cle 10 hazard, ſaid Roberto, 
| | and 


contented quoth dr. Deo to dict they went, and foztuie 
io ſauoured Lucania, that while they contihned ſquare 


milia, fo bee atſharer as 
wonue, as in the Diaznondy 
fecundam mores meretricis, icft ed thus with the ſcholler. 


telle ſo ſhaliow witted, to me women ſo weake of 
tonteit, that they ſe not into mens Demerites. Sup⸗ 
- Roſe (to make you my ſtale to catch the wetcocke your 


 Greenes 
and bꝛother vou ſhall make ont ſoz an heure 02 two: - 


play, be was no !wſee, Anone coſonage came abont, and 
his Angels being double winged, flew rleane from be⸗ 
foze lin. Lamilta being the winner, pꝛepared a bans 
quet; which nulſhed, Roberto att;iſed his bzother to de⸗ 
part home, and to furniſg himſelſe with moze crowns, 
leaſt he were outcrakt with neweammers. 

Lucania loath to be outconntenanſt, foltowed his avs 
niſe,deſiring to attend þisretarne,which he befoze had 
determined vnrequeſted: foz as ſcans as his b2others 
backe was turned, Roberto beginsto rerkon with La- 
iy the mony deceitfully 
ly giuen. But ſhe, 


Why Roberto, are you ſo well read, and yet ſhe w your 


b:other) that my tongue ouerruuning mine intent, I 
ſpake of liberal re warde: but what J pꝛomiled, there is 


the point; at leaſt what J part with, J will be well aus 


uiſed. It may be you wil thus reaſon ; Pad not Rober- 
to trained Lucanio vnta Zamilias (ure, Lucanio had not 
now bene Lamilaspap : therte ze ſith by Roberto ſhe 


pole ſſe th her pꝛize, Robeno merites an t quall part. 


Monſtrous abſurd if ſo pou reaſon; as wel you may reas 
fon thus: Lamilias dog hath kilde her a vere, tyzerefoze 
dis miſtris muſt make him a paſtie, No pw2e pomultile 


Poet, theu art beguiide in me, and vet J wonder haw 


thou coult eſt, thou haſt bene (a often beguilde. But it 
auth ai licentious men, as with the thaled 4 - ä 
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the ſtreame, Who deing greatly refreſhed with ſwim⸗ 

ning, neuer ſcleih any (mart vntill he periſh recure- 
leſig wounded. with his owne weapons, ' Reaſcnlc ſſe 
Noberto, that hauing but a bꝛokers plact, aſked a len⸗ 
dere reward. Faithleũe Roberto, that haſt attempted 
to be trap thy brother, irreligiouſlp fozſaken thy wile, 
deſeruedly bene in thy fathers eu an abiec ; thinkeſt 
thou Lamilia ſa loſe. to tonfoꝛt ic ſo lewd. No hy⸗ 
pocrite,the ſweets Senileman thy bzother, J will till 
death loue,and ther while I liue donth. This. Gare La- 
miha giues the, other q tteſt thou none. 

As Roberto would haze rep d, Lucanio appꝛoched: 
to whom Lamilia diſcoutſt the Whole deccit of his bꝛo⸗ 
ther, neuer reſted intimating malitious arguments, 
fill-Lucamo vtterly refuſted Roberto ſo his brother; 
and foz cuer fc2bad him of ia houſe And when de woly 
bane peelde d reaſons, and foꝛmed excuſe, Lucanias ine 
patiencc{b2ged by her impoꝛtunate malice) fozbad all 
rcafoning with them that was reaſonlcfſe, and ſs gi⸗ 
ning him Jacke Dꝛums entertainment, ſhut bim out 
of does: whom we will follow, and leaue Lucanio to 
the mercie of Lamilia. Roberto in an extreame extaſie, 
renk his haite, curſt his deſtime, blame his trecherie, 
but moſt of ail cxciaimed againſt Lamilia: and in het 
againſt all enticing Curtizans,in theie tcarmes, : 

What meant the Poets to inuectiue verſe, 

Id ſing Medeas ſhame, and Scillas pride, 
Caliptoes chatmes, by which ſo manycide? 
Onchy tor this, their vices they rcheatſe, 
That curious wits which in this world conuerſe, 
May ſhun the dangers and enticing ſtoe, 
Ot ſuch falſe Syrens, thoſe home-breeding foeyy1;.; 
That ſrom their eics _ venim do Uiſperle, © 

| | 2 0 
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So ſoone kils not the Baſiliske with fight, 
| The Viperstooth is not ſo venemous, 
The Adders tung not halfe ſo dangerous, 
As they that beare the ſhadow of clight, 

Who chaine blinde youths in tramels of their haire, 

Till waſt bring woe, aad forrow haſt deſpaire, | 

TUlth thts he laide his head on his hand, and leant 
hie elbow on the ground, ſighing out ſadlp, 

Heu patior telis vulnera facda mei. | 
On the other ſide of the hedge ſate one that heard 
his ſozrow, who getting otter, came towards him, and 
b:ake off his paſſion, When he app2eched, he ſaluted 
Roberto in this ſozt. 

' Gentleman quoth hee (fo; ſo peu eme) J haue by 
chaunce heard you diſcourſe ſome part of your greefs, 
Which appeareth to be moge then you will diſcouer, oz 
I can conteipt. But if you vouchſafe ſuch fimple com 
fozt as my abilitie will yeeld, aſſure your ſelfe, that 3 
will endeuour to doe the beſt, that either may pꝛocure 
your p2ofit,o2 bzing you pleaſure: the rather , fo; that 
I ſuppoſe you are a ſcholler, and pittie it is men ol lear⸗ 
ning ſhould line in lacke. 

Roberto wondzing te heare ſuch god wozds fo that 
this iron age affwzves few that eſteme of vertue; res 
turned him thankfull gratulations , and/vzged by ne- 
tellitie ) vttered his pzeſent grefe,befeeching his aduile 
how he might be imploped, Why,eafily,quoth he, and 
greatly to your benefit ;foz men of my pꝛofeſſion get 
by ſchollers their whole lining, What is your pꝛoſeſſi⸗ 
pn,ſayd Roberto? Truely fir ſaidhe,Jamaplayer. A 
-Player,quoth Roberto, J toe you rather fo; a gentle- 
man of great lining, foz if by outward habit men ſhuld 


| be cenſuged,J tell yon, you nn be take n fo2 a ſub⸗ 
Santa 
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ffantiall man. o am J where J dwell(quoth the play- 
er) reputed able at my pꝛoper cott, to build a Windmill, 
That though the wozlde once went hard with mee, 
when J was faine to carrie my plaping Fardle afote- 
backe; Tempora mutamt ur, J know pou know the meas 
ning ef it better then J, but J thus conſter it, it is other⸗ 
wiſe now; fo2 my very ſhare in playing apparrell will 
not be ſolde fo2 two hundzed pounds, Truely(ſaid Ros 
berco)it is ſtrange, that you ſhould ſo pꝛoſper in that 
vaine pzactiſe,foz that it ſæmes to me your voyce is no⸗ 
thing gracious. Nay then, ſaid the player , Jmiſlike 
your iudgement: why, J am as famous fo; Delphzi- 
gus, and the king of Fairies, as euer was any of my 
time. The twelue laboꝛzs of Hercules haue J terribly 
thundzed on the ſtage, and plated thz& ſcenes of the de⸗ 
uili in the highway to heauen. Baue ye ſo(ſaid Rober⸗ 
toz)then J p2ay you pardon me, Nay moze (quoth the 
player) A can ſerue to make a pzettie ſpœch, ſoʒ J was a 
countrie Authoꝛ, paſſing at a mozrall,fo2 it was J that 
pende the Þozral of mans wit, the Dialogue of Diues, 
and foz ſeauen yeres ſpace was abſolute interpꝛeter of 
the puppets, But now my Almanacke is out of date: 
The people make noeſtimation, 
Of Morrals teaching education, 


Was not this pꝛettie fo; aplaine rime exfempoze? 


if ye will ve ſhall haue moze. Nayit is enongh, ſaid Ro- 


berto, but how meane you to vſe m? Uhy fir, in ma⸗ 
king playes,ſaid the Arr. fo; which vou ſhall be well 

pated,if you will take/the paines, | 
Roberto perceiuing no remedie, thought beſt to re- 
ſpect of his pzelent necefſity, to trie his wit, went with 
him willingly: who lodged dim at the townes ent in a 
houle of cetaile, where what 5 our Poet, ron 
3 ö ſhall 


- 3 eee e- 
ea 


\. 7 Greenes' |; 
ſhall þ&reafter heare. There by tonut rling with bad 


company,be grew A pale i in petus, lalling from one vice 
to another, and ſo hauing ound a vaine to finger 


crownes, be grew cranker then Lucamo, who by this 


time began to dzwp?2,being thus dealt with [i by Lam - 
ha, he hauing bewltcycdhim with her enticing wites 
cauſcd him to tonſume in leſſe then two peares, that in- 
finite treaſure gathered by his fatyer, with ſo many a 
pe mans curſe, His lands ſold, his ie wels pawnd, bis 
meuecy waſted, he was caſſœrd by Lambathat h1dcewſes 
ned him of all. Then walked he like one of dbke Hum- 
freys Squires, ina thactdbare cloake, his hoſe tzawne 
out with his heles, bis ſhocs vnſcamed le ſt his (&te 
choulo ſweate with hrate :now(as witls ſie as he was) 
hee remenibzed his w_ wo2ds, his kindnes to his 
brother, his carele ſneſſe of himſelle, In this ſoꝛrow her 
ſate downe on en vench; where when Opus and 


Vſus told him bp the chimes in his ſtomatke, it was 


time to fall vnto meate, he was laine with the Cameli- 
on to fed vpon the aire,4 make patience tzis beſt re pat. 
While he wes at his feaſt, Lamilia tame flaunting by, 


garniſhed with the dat whercof (he begailed him} 


which ſlight ſerued to cloſe his ſtomacke after his cold 
cherre. Roberto hearing of his bꝛothers beggerie, albe⸗ 
it he had little remozſe of his miſerable ſtate, vet did he 
ſeeke him out, to vic him as a p;opertie, u hereby Luca- 
nio was ſqmewhat pꝛouided foz, But being of imple 
win ; bec-ſerued but fo2 a blocke to whet Robertoes 

on: which the poze fole perceining, be fozſake all 
hopes of life, and fell to be a notoztous undar, in 
2 deteſted courſe hee continue d tiil death. But 
Roberto nowe famozcd fo2 an Arch-plaimeking-poet, 
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ſea fell to a low ebbe; yet ſeldom he wanted; his labozs * 
were ſo we ll eſteemed. Parry this rule he kept, what e⸗ 
uer ye fingerd afoꝛe hand, was the tertaine meanes ta 
vnbinde a bargaine, and being aſked wyy he lo lleightiy 
dealt with them that did him god? It becomes me, ſath 
her, to be contrarig to the wozide, fo2 commonly when. 
vulgar men receiue earneſt, they doe perfozme, when 
J am paid any thing afozc-hand, J bzcake my pꝛomiſe. 
Ve had ſhift of lodgings, where in eucry place bis Yo 
ſteſſe wait vp the wofuil remembzance ol dim, his laun⸗ 
dꝛeſſe, and his boy; fo2 they were cuer his tn houſhold, 
beſive retainers in ſundꝛy other places. His companie 
were lightly the lewoeſt perſons in the land, apt foꝛ pil⸗ 
ferie, periur ie, foꝛgerie, 02 any villainie. Ot theſe her 
knew the caſts to cog at Cards, colin at Dice, by theſe 
he learned the legerde maines of nips, foyſtes, tonnitat⸗ 
chers, croſbpters, lifts, high Lawyers, and all the rabs 
ble of that vncleane generation of vipe rs: and pithily 
could he paint out their whole courſes of craft: Do cun⸗ 
ning he was in all crafts, as nothing reſted in him al⸗ 
mot but craſtineſſe. How often the Gentle woman his 
wife labourcd vainelyto recall him, is lamentable to 
note: but as one giuen auer to all lewdncs, hc. commy- 
nicated her fozrowrult lines among bis loſe truls, that 
ieſted at her botelefſe laments. If he could any wapget 
credite on (cozcs, he would then bzag his creditoꝛs care 
ried fones,compariageueric roundcircie to a groning 
O.pꝛocured by a painfull burden. The ſhamefull ente 
of ſundꝛy his conſoꝛts, de ſeruedly puniſhe d foz their a⸗ 
miſſe, wꝛought na cumpunction in bis heart: of which 
one, b2othec to a Bzotheil he kept, was truſt. vnder a 
fre as round a Ball. 
Lo ſome of his ſwearing companions thus it hap⸗ 
1 1s pened: 


\ 
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pened:A crue of them ſitttng in a Tanerne carowſing, 
it foztuned an honeſt Gentleman, and his friend, to en- 
ter their rome : ſome of them being acquainted with 
him, in their dominering/dzunken vaine, would haue 
no nay,but downe he mult nedes ſitte with theni; ber⸗ 
ing placed, no remedie there was, but he muſt neves 
keepe cuen tompaſſe w 115 vnſæmely carrowſing, 


CUb:ch he refuling, they fell from high woꝛdes to ſoumd 
frokes , (o that with much adoe the Gentlenian ſaved 
his owne,and ſhifted from their company. Bring gone, 
one of theſe tiplers fo2ſoth lackt a gold Ring, the other 
ſware theyſe the Gentle man take it from his hande. 
Upon this the Centleman was indited befoze a Judge, 
theſe honeſt men are depoſed ; whoſe wiſedome weighs 
ing the time of the bꝛaule, gaue light to the Jury, what 
power wine-waſhing poyſon had, they accozting vnto 
conſcience, found the Gentleman not gmiltie, and God 
releaſed by that verdit the innocent. 

With his accuſcrs thus it fared ; One of them foꝛ 
murther was wozthily executed: the other neuer ſince 
pꝛoſpered: the third, fitting not long after vpon a luſtie 
phoꝛſe, the beaſt ſuddenly died under bun, God amend 
the man. 
Roberto eucry Bay acquainted wity theſe cramples, 
was notwithitanding nothing bettercd but rather har⸗ 
dened in wickednelle. At ſad was that place juſtiſied, 
God warneth men by dꝛeams and viſione in the night, 
and by knawne examples in the day, but if he returue 
not, he comes vpon him with iudgement that ſhall ber 
telt. Foz now when the number ol dete ites cauſ d Ros 
berto bee hatefull almoſt to all men, his immeaſurable 
dzinking had mare him the perfect Image of the T20p- 


tie, and the loatylome _ of Linn , ame in his 
| nes: 


£ 


j 
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bones:lining in extreame pouerty,and haning nothing 
to pay but cyalke, which now his Hoſt accepted not foz 
currant, this miſerable man laycomfoztleflely langui⸗ 
ſhing, hauing but one groatleft(the iuſt pzopoztis of his 
fathers Legacie) which loking on, be cried: O now it 
is to late, to late to buy witte with ther: and there koꝛe 
will J ſe if J can ſell to careleſſe youth what J negli⸗ 
- cently foꝛgot to buy, | 
Here (Gentlemen) bzcake J off Robertos ſpeech; 
whole life in molt parts agreeing with mine, fonnd one 
ſelfe punichment as J haue done. Hærreafter ſuppoſe 
me the ſaid Roberto, and A will goe on with that hee 
pꝛomiſed: Greene will ſend yon new his groaſwozth of 
wit, that neuer ſhewed a mites- woꝛth in his life: and 
though ns man now be by, to doe me god, pet ere A 
die, J will by my repentance indeuour to dee all men 
god, 0 


Deceiuing world, that with alluring toyes, 
Haſt made my life the ſubiect of thy ſcorne: 
And ſcorneſt now to lend thy fading ioyes, 
To lengthen my life, whom friends haue left f6rlorne. 
How well are they that die ere they be borne, 
And neuer ſee thy ſleights, which few men ſhun, 
Till vnawares they helpleſſe are vndon. 


Oft haue I ſung of loue, aud of his fire, 
But now 1 Gn that Poet was aduizde; 
e. made e n increaſers of deſire, 15 
nd prooues weake loue was with the poore deſpizde, 
For when the life with foede is not ſufhzde, 
What . of loue, hat motion of delight; 
What pleaſance can proceede from ſuch a wight? 
E Witneſſe 


Greenes 


V'Vieneſſ my wantthe decals ay vi 
My rauifht ſenſe of woorted futie reft; 
VVants ſuch conceit, as ſhould in Poitms fi 
Set downe the ſorrow wherein I am left: 
But therefore haue high heauens their gifts bereft: 
— ſo long they lent them me to vic, - 
And Iſolong their n did abuſe. 


O that a yeare were granted me to liue, 
And for that yeare my former wits reſtorde: 
VV hat rules of bfe, what counſell would I giue? 
Ho ſhould my ſmne with ſorrow then deplore? 
„ But I muſt die of euery man abhorde, , | 
=_ Time looſely ſpent will not againe be woonne, 
My time is looſcly ſpent, and I vndoae. 


O ds fames, how terrible are thy aſſaultes? but 
Vermis couſcientie, moze wounding are thy ſtings, Ab 
Gentlemen, that liue toreade my bzoven and confuſes 
lines, loke not 1 ſhoult (as I was wont). delight you 
[ with vaine lantaſies, but gather my follies altogether, 
A and as you would teale with ſomany parricides, caſt 
them into the fire: call them Telegones, foz now they 
| kill their father,and eue rie lewd line in them waitten, 
is a deep piercing wound to my heart euerꝝ idle houre 
ſpent by any in reading them, bꝛings a million of ſoz- 
rowes to my ſoule. © that the teares of, a miſerablg 
man (fo2 neuer anꝝ man pet moze miſerable) 
might waſhthcir memozie aut with my deate and that 
thole wozks with me together might be interd, Vut 
ith they cannot, let this my laſt wezke witnes againt᷑ 
them with I dete 2 Blacke is the re⸗ 
n 


row 
cke wozks, blacker thewnight, 
88 a, Ruger vlacker 
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Groatfworthof wit. 
blacker then death, blacker then hell. . 
Learne wit bx my repentance (Gentlemen) and let 
theſe fewe rules following be regarded in your liues 
'1 Furft in all pour actions ſet God vefoze pour eies; 
fo2 the feare ofthe Lezd is the beginningof wiſedome; 
Let his wozd be a lanterne to your f&te,anda light vn⸗ 
to your paths, then ſhall you ſtand asfirme rocks, and 
not be mocke d. 


2 Beware ol loking backe, foꝛ God will not be moc⸗ 


ke dul him that hath rece iued much, much ſhall be de⸗ 
manded. 

3 A thou be ſingle, and canſt abſfaine,tarne thy eies 
from banitic,foz there is a kinde of women bearing the 
faces of Angels, but the beartsofDeuils,abloteintrap 
the electif it were poſſible, :. 

4 If thou be mrried, ſoʒſake not the wile ofthy youth 
to fallotoftrange fiſh; foz whozemongers and adulte⸗ 
rers the Lon will tudge. The doze of a Yarlot leadeth 
downe te death, and in her lips there dwels deftruction; 
her face is decked with odozs, but ſhee bʒingeth a man 
to a mozſell of weny and nakedneGe : ods - a0 me ſelfe 
a inſtance. „ + 50 OUT. @i:; | 

5 Ifthou be let rich remember thoſe that want, and 
ſo deale, that b thy wilfalnes thy ſelf want not: Let not 
Tauerners aud Uuctunitcrs be thpErecutozs;foz they 
will bzing the to a dichonezable graue. 

0,6 Oppꝛeſſe no man, fo the crie ofthe Whonged aſe 
tende th to the cares of the Lom: neither delight to eu⸗ 
treaſe by Uſuris; leaſt thou'lwſe thy e in the 
eucriaſting Tabcrnactc, 

7.- Beware et building thy houſe to thyncighbours 
hurt; ſoʒ the ones will crie tothe tiniber; We were 
ive tage ther in bloud : and thoſe that ſo erta houſes, 

S23 \ calling 


calling them by their names, ſhall lie in the graue like 


examples with god counſaile/; 


dient at the laſt; J had nat now at my laſt ende, bene 
left thus deſolate. But now, 


Greenes 


ſhepe,and death ſhall gnaw their ſonles, 
$ Ik thou be poze, be alſo patient, and ſtriue not to 


grob rich by indirea meanes; foz gods ſo gotten ſhall 


vantſh away like ſmoke, 
9 If thou be afatyer, mailter, 02 teacher, ioyne god 
; Elſe little auaile pze⸗ 


cepts, where life is different. 
10 If thou be a ſonne oꝛ ſeruant, deſpiſe not rep;ofc; 

foz though coꝛreaion be bitter at the firlt, it baingeth 

picaſure in the end, 

Bad J regarded the firſt of theſe rules, oz bene obe⸗ 


nh to my ſelfe A giue 
Conſilium poſt fatla; yet to athers they may ſerue lo- 
timely pꝛece pts. And therefoꝛe (while life giues leaue) 
will ſend warning to my olde conſoꝛts, which haue li⸗ 


ſuffer me to 


zite, yet to my fellowe @chollers about 
this Cittie, 


11 direc theſe few inſuing lines. 


ned as tow — weakenelle will ſcarce 


To thoſe Gendemen| his Quondam acquaintane e, 
that ſpend their wits in making Plates, R. G. 
wilheth a better exer dle, and wiſdome 
to preuent his extre mities. 


1 wofull experience may moue you (Gentlemen)(s 
-# beware, oz vnheard of wꝛetchednes intreate you to 
take herd: J doubt not but you will looke backe with 
- Cozrowon your time paſt, and ende uour with repen⸗ 


tance fo ſpend that which is to come. Monder not, (fo: 


with ther wil I frſt begin) theu famous gracer of Tra⸗ 
— — who bath ſaid wied he like 2 
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fole in dis heart, There is no Cod, ſhould now giug 
glozte vnto his greatnedle : fo2 penitrating is his pows 
er, his hand lies heauie vpon me, he hath ſpoken vnte 
me with a voice of thunder, and J haue left he is a God 
that can puniſh enimies. Mhy ſhould thy excellent wit, 
his gift, be ſs blinded, that thon ſhouldit giue no glozy to 
the giuer? Js it peſtilent Mathiuilian pollicie that thon 
haſt ſtudied? © puniſh follie! What are his rules but 
mere confuſed mockeries , able to extirpate in ſmall 
time, the generation ot mankinde. Fo21f Sic volo, /ic iu- 
bes, hold in thoſe that are able to command : and it it be 
lawfull Fas + nefar to doe any thing that is benefict- 
all; onelp Zyzants ſhould poſſefſe the earth, and they 
ſtriuing toercede in tyzanny, ſhould each to other be a 
laughter man; till the mightieſt outliuing all, one 
ffroke were left foz Death, that in one age mans life 
chould ende. The bzother of this Diabolicail Atheiſme 
is dead, and in his life had neuer the felicitie he aimed 
at: but as he began in craff,lined in feare,and ended in 
deſpaire. Q#zrov»ſcrutabilia ſunt Dei indicia? This mur⸗ 
derer of manp bzethzen, had his conſcience ſeared like 
Caine: this betrayer of him that gaue his life foz him, 
inherited the poztian of Iudas ': this Apoſtata periſhed 
as ill as Iulian: and wilt thou my friend be his Diſci⸗ 
ple? Loke vnto me, by him perſwaded to that libertie, 
and thou ſhalt finde it an infernall bondage. J knowe 
the leaſt of my demerits merit this miſerable death, but 
wilkull ſcriuing againſt knowne truth, txesdeth al the 
ferro2s of my ſoule. Defer not (with me) till this laſt 
point of extremitie ; fo2 little knoweſt thou how in the 
end thou ſhalt be viſited, | 
With thæ J toyne poung Iuuenall, that byting Ba⸗ 
tyiilt, that laſtlie with mar together wit a Come die. 
c E 3 Swete 
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Sete bop, m abt z adniſe tbre, be adaiſet, and get not 
many enemies by bitter wozds: inueigb againſt vaine 
men. ſoꝛ thou ranſt do it, no man better, no man ſo wel: 
thou haſt a libertie to repzwue all, and name none; foz 
one being ſpoiren to, al are oſfended none being blamed 
no man is iniured. Stop ſhallow water ſtill running, it 
wilt rage; tread on a wozme and it will turne: then 

blame nat ſchollers vered with ſharpe lines,if the Pres 
pꝛoue thy tw mach libertie of repzofe, | 

And thou no telſe deſeruing tben the other two, in 
fome things rarer, in nat hiug inferionr; *2incn(as my 

ſeife)to extrcame ſhilts. a little haue I to ſay to thee:and 

were it not antdolatrous oth, would \weare by ſ wert 
. George, thou art unwaꝛthie better hap.fith thou de⸗ 
pendeſt on ſo meane a ftap. Baſe minded men al ther 
of vou, i by my miſerie pe he not warned: fez vnto none 
af you (like me) ſought thoſe burres to tleauc: thoſe 
Puppits (A meane ) that ſpeake from aur mouth@thoſe 
Anticks garnicht in our colours. Js it not ſtrange that 
J, to whom the pal haue beene beholding : is it not like 
that pou, to whome thcy all haue berne deholdiug, ſhalt 
(were ye in that caſe that am now) be bot at once ol 
them fozſaken?Yes truſt them not: tor Herr an vn. 
ſcart C row, beautified with our atze ra, that with his 
T heart wraptin a Players thdeſappoſedbe'is as 
weiable to bumbaſt cut ablankevet(e as'tiebclt of 
you : and being an ablolute /o/0n04 i to in bags 
miu conteit the onely Shake ſcena in a ccunttie. © 
mat Imight intreate your rarer wits to be imploned in 
maze p:ofitable courſes : t lefthoſe Apes imitate four: 
paſt excellence, and neuer moze acquaint them with = 
your admired inuentions. J know the be ſt huſband or 


you all will neuer neue anUurer/ . 
| L 


oo 
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them all wiknewer pꝛoue a kinde nurſe: vet whilſt you 
may, ſake you better Parſters; fo2 it is pittie men of 
ſuch rare wits, ſhould be ſubied to the pleaſures of ſuch 
rude gromes, ' 1 

Jn this J might inſert two moꝛe, that both haue 
wit againſt theſe buckram Gentlemen: but let their 
owne wozks ſerue to witneſſe againſt then awne wic⸗ 
ut dneſſe, il they perſeuer to maintaine any moze ſuch 
pealants. Foz other new commers, J leaue them to the 
mercie of theſe painted monſters, who (J deubt not) 
will dziue the belt minded to deſpiſe them: ſo; the reſt, 
it ſkils not though they make a ieaſt at chem. 192 
But now returne J againe to you rhꝛte, knowing my 
miſerie is to vou no ne ws: and let me heartilp intreate 
vou to bee warnt bymy harmes. Delight not (as 4 
haue done) in irreligious oaths; foz from the blaſphe⸗ 
mers houſe,a curſe ſhall not de part. De ſpiſe dꝛunken⸗ 
nes, which waſte th the wit, and making men all coal 
vnto beaſts. Flic luſt, as the deattſman ol the ſoule, and 
de file not the Temple ofthe holy ghet. Sbbozre thaſe 
Epicures, whole looſe life bath made religion lothſome 
to your egres:and when they ſoth you with tearmes ot 
alle ip, I cmember Robert Greene, whamethuy 
bane oſten ſo flattered, periſhes now fo want of com⸗ 
fozt. Nememher gentiemen, xour lines are tine ſd ma- 
ny lightc> Tapers, that are with care de liucreptaail 
of vou to maintaine : theſe with wind puft wzath may 
be extinguiſht, which daunkenne s ppt aut, iubith ned · 
ligence let tall 8 3 ſelle is not (o ſpaa, 

ſauſke, 


but it ia m d by un. Tde gra om lia bi is 
now at the and the want of wheedvith to fu⸗ 
ſtaine it, there is no ſubſtance left foz life roſceve on. 


Truſt not then Arenen 


11. 


s 
\ 


Et, 


Ga 


they are aochangeable in minde, as in many altires. 
Mell, my hand is tired, and J am fozft to leaue where 
2 would begin: foʒ a whole boke cannot containe their 


wꝛongs, which J am fozit toknit vp in ſome few lines 
of words. 


Deſirous that you | ſhould lwe,thongh 
himlelfe be dying 
"Robert Gee. 


No to all men J bid farewell in this ſozf, with this 
toncecited Fable ol the olde Comedian Ceſope. 

A N Ant and a Graſhopper walking together ona 

greenc, the one careleflelyſkipping,the othercare- 

fully pzying what winters pꝛouiſion was ſcattered 

in the wap: the Graſhopper ſcoꝛning( as wantons wil) 


this nee delelle thaift (as be tearmed it) ra bum 


thus: 
The greedie miſer thirſteth ſtill for gaine, 


His thriſt is theft, his weale works others woe: 
That ſoole is fond which will in caues remame, 
When mongſt faire ſweetes he may at pleaſure goe. A 


To this the Ant perteiuing the Gralhoppers mea- 


ning, quiculr replicd: 


Thethriftie hwsband ſpares what enthrſt FUN | 
His thrift no theft, for dangers to prouide 

Ttuſt to thy ſelfe mall in want eld desde, 
A caneiaberte then the deſarts Ae 


vt une thele wo parted the * 


\ , o . * 
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ſure, the other to his labour. Anon Parueff gre we on, 
and reft from the Graſhopper his wonted moyſture. 
Then weakely ſkips he to the medows bzinks: where 
till fell winter he abode. But ſtozmes continually pows 
ring, hee went fo2 ſuctour to the Ant his olde acquain⸗ 
tance, to whome he had ſcarce diſcouered his eſtate, but 
the little woꝛme made this replie. ̃ 
Pack hence(quoth he) thou idle lazie worme, 
My houſe doth harbour no vnthtiſtie mates: 
Thou ſcornedſt to toile,and now thou feelſt the ſtorme, 
And ſtaruſt for foode while I am fed with cates, 
Vſe no intreats, I will relentleſſe reſt, 
For toy ling labour hates an idle gueſt. 


, The Graſhopper fwd!eſſe, helpeleſſe, and ſtrengths 
eſſe, get into the next bzoke , and in the pelding ſand 
digde himſelfe a pit: by which likewiſe he ingraued 
thes Cvitaph, | 


When Springs greene prime arrayd me with delight, 
And euery power with youthſull vigor fild, 
Gaue ſtrength to worke what euer fancie wild: 

I neuer feard the force of winters ſpight. 


When firſt I ſaw the ſunne the day begin, 

And drie the mornings teares from bearbs and graſſe; 
Ilittle thought his chearefull light would paſſe, 

Till vgly nigtit with darknes enterd in. 


And then day loſt I mournd,fpring paſt I waild, 


— 5 | | 
But neither teares for this or that auaild. 


Then too too late I praiſd the Emmets paine, / 
F That 


Greenes 
T hat foughtinſpringa harbour gainſt the heate: | 
And in the harueſt ed winters meate, 


8 Perceiumg famine olts,and ſtormie raine. 


wretched end may warne Greene ſpringing youth 
Ts ſe dehghts,as toyes that will l 9 ns 255 
And ſcorne the world before the world them leave: 
For all worlds eruſt,is ruine without ruth, | 
Then blett are they that hke the toy lung Art, 


P rouide intime gan winters w ofull Want. 


With this the graſhopper yelving to the weatbers 
extremit, died comfoztlefſe without remedie.Like him 
my ſelfe : like me, ſhall al that truſt to friends oꝛ times 
inconſlancie. Now faint Jof my laſt infirmitie, beſee⸗ 
ching them that ſhal burie my botie, ts publiſh this laſt 
kurs well, wzu ten with my wzetchet hand. 


Falicem faiſe infauſl um. 


m7 letter written to his wi fe, found with this 


| booke after his death, 


He remembzance of many wꝛongs offered ther, 
and thy vnrep2ocued vertues, adde greater ſoꝛrow 


to my miſerable ſtate, then J can vtter, oꝛ thou con⸗ 


Ta 


teiue. Neither is it lenened by tonũde ration of thy ab- 


ſence (though ſhame would let me hardly be holde thy 
face )but exceedingly aggrauated,fo) that J cannot (as 3 
ought) to thy owne ſeife reconcile wy ſeiſe, that thou 
mighte ft wilnt it my in werd woe at this infant, that 
bane made the a wofuli wiſe ſoz ſo long a time, Eut c⸗ 


* deauen hath di nit d frat comfozt,giuing at my laſt 
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nde, tike ſuctaur as J haus ſought all um lite: being 
in this extremilie as voide of helpe, as thou haſt beene 
of hope. Keaſon would, that after ſo long waſte, J ſhou'd 
not ſend the a childe to bꝛing the greater charge : but 
conſider ,he is the fruit of thy wombe, in whoſe race re⸗ 
gard not the fathers faults ſo much, as thy owns per- 
feaions, He is pet Oriene, and may grow ſtraight, it he 
be carcfully tended ; other wiſe, apt enough (J feare ie) 
to follow his fathcrs folly, That J haue offended tt ce 
 bigbly J knowe, that thou canſt fo2get my iniuries 


wzetched eſtate, thou couldeſt not but lament it: nay 
certainely I knowe thou wouldeſt. Al mp w2ongs mus 
fer themſe lues about me, euexꝝ euill at once plagues 
me. Foz my contempt of God, J am contemned of men: 
foz my ſwearing and foz\wearing, no man will beleue 
me : fog my gluttony, I ſuffer bunger :fo2 my dzunken⸗ 
nelle, thirſt : fo2 iny adulterie, vlcerous ſozes. This 
God hath caſt me downe,that I might lie humbled:ann 
| d me fo2 example o others ſinae: an 7though 
ſuFers me in this wozld to perich without ſuccoz, yet 
truſt J in the woꝛld to come to G;ide mertie, by the 
merits of my Sauiour te whome J com⸗ 
Is mend thœ, vnd commit 
a 97; ſoule, 


N Thy repentant husband for bis dif” 
OY) Os E loyaltie, Robert Greege. 


Felice fuiſo in fauſtum, 
FINIS, 


hardly beleue!: yet perſwade Imp ſelfe,if thau ſaw mm 


